
The 5th Meeting of the CDC-HKEAA Committee on Liberal Studies  
(2013-2015) 

24th March, 2014 (Monday) 

 

Agenda Items: 

1. Confirmation of Minutes of the last meeting 

2. 

3. 

4. 

To report the results of school surveys conducted in January and February 2014 

To discuss the modified IES framework 

A.O.B. 

 

Gist: 

Key issues raised/discussed: 

 

A. Confirmation of Minutes 

- The minutes of the fourth meeting were confirmed without amendment. 

 

B. Report on the results of school surveys conducted in January and February 

2014 

- Members were informed that two sets of surveys were sent to schools in 

January and February to collect views on the direction for the refinements of 

IES. 

- The first set was issued to Principals while the second set was issued to LS 

Panel Heads. 456 Principal completed questionnaires and 452 completed LS 

Panel Head questionnaires were collected. 

 

C. Discussion on the modified IES framework 

- Members’ comments on the proposed modifications on IES were collected. 

Generally speaking, the modified IES framework is welcomed by most of the 

members; however, they have raised concerns about the word limit, the issue 

of plagiarism, the weighting of the “Initiative” domain, and the provision of 

support measures. 

 

(i) Word Limit  

- It was suggested that there should be arrangements to help teachers count the 

number of words. HKEAA representative responded that information about 

actual operation such as counting words will be disseminated in the briefing 

sessions to be held in June. 

 



(ii) The issue of Plagiarism 

- Members were worried about plagiarism. HKEAA representative reported that 

a comprehensive system is in place to identify and investigate plagiarism cases. 

At school level, teachers could serve as the gatekeeper and forward suspicious 

cases to HKEAA for follow up. For HKEAA, measures such as the use of 

VeriGuide software and sampling mechanism are adopted to identify 

plagiarism cases. Once suspicious cases are found, HKEAA would escalate its 

procedure of handling. Penalty for plagiarism is severe. 

 

(iii) Weighting of the “Initiatives” Domain 

- It was proposed that the weighting of 10% for the “Initiatives” domain (10% 

should be increased to cater for the learning needs of students with special 

educational needs or lower academic ability. On the other hand, it was opined 

that students’ efforts could be reflected in the marks of other domains.1 The 

increase in weighting would lead to issues of validity and reliability, which 

would lead to specific task requirements to justify a higher weighting. The 

Chairperson concluded that the modified framework could not solve all the 

problems. More support measures need to be provided to cater for learner 

diversity. 

 

(iv) Support Measures to Teachers  

- To help teachers grasp a better understanding of the modified IES framework, 

CDI would continue to provide teacher professional development 

opportunities through a wide array of means, such as seminars/workshops, 

school network activities, provision of school-based support and resources on 

the LS web-based platform.  

- It was also suggested that the feedback mechanism involving the markers and 

district coordinators could be reinforced to let school teachers understand the 

IES requirements better.  

- The modified IES framework was supported jointly by the One Committee, 

the CDCC on LS and the HKDSE LS Subject Committee. 

 

D. A.O.B. 

- It was reported that the modified IES framework would be presented to CDC 

and PEB for endorsement as a recommendation of the first-batch 

medium-term curriculum and assessment review.  

                                                 
1 The four Domains are Problem Definition and Identification of Concepts (30%), Explanation and 
Justification (50%), Presentation and Organisation (10%), and Initiative (10%). 



- The One Committee would continue to review the breadth and depth of the 

curriculum.  The proposal on the revised curriculum would also be put 

forward in 2015.  

- A professional gathering for Liberal Studies in the nature of an expanded 

engagement event would be held on 2 April 2014. Members were invited to 

attend the professional gathering to listen to the views and comments from 

different professional bodies and other sectors.  

 

P.S. The CDCC on Liberal Studies and the HKEAA LS Subject Committee joined the 

meeting in attendance. 


